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not, the first pitch of the Minnesota 
Twins’s home opener this week was 
thrown out from the Middle East by a 
group of Minnesota soldiers. Josh 
Tverger, a U.S. Army specialist from 
Norwood Young America, MN, threw 
out the first pitch from the Kuwaiti 
desert. In the Metro Dome, Army SP 
Greta Lind of Le Sueur, MN, was on 
the receiving end. It was all accom-
plished through the spectacular tech-
nical satellite links similar to what 
our military has put to such stunning 
use on the battlefield, and now on the 
ballfield. 

Yes, there is much love at home. 
There is also much sadness in many 
homes and villages of those who have 
given their lives. We thank them. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with those 
who are on the front line today. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with the fam-
ilies of those who have given the ulti-
mate sacrifice. If we could hug every 
one of them, moms and dads and sisters 
and brothers, I would do it and I know 
the Senator from Georgia would do the 
same. 

They have our love. They have our 
prayers. They have our thoughts. God 
bless them all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
thank the Senator from Minnesota for 
a wonderful statement. Certainly, 
every single life that is lost over there 
is appreciated and will be appreciated 
forever in the hearts of Americans be-
cause those young men and women are 
protecting the freedom we enjoy. 

David Bloom, a constituent of the 
Senator from Minnesota, was also pro-
tecting our way of life. He was pro-
tecting the freedom of the press. He 
was serving so well to do that. I knew 
David personally, as most Members 
did, because he was such a special per-
son and he did his job, worked hard, 
and was here a lot. We very much miss 
him and we know so many of his col-
leagues miss him, as well. 

Mr. President, I wish to talk about 
T.R. Fehrenbach, a constituent of 
mine, who wrote what many think is 
the definitive book on the Korean war 
called ‘‘This Kind of War.’’ It is appro-
priate today. We have been amazed at 
the technological capability of our 
military in the war in Iraq. They have 
launched missiles, dropped bombs, and 
delivered other ordnance on the battle-
field with pinpoint accuracy. I came 
across a picture today reminiscent of 
our soldiers from an earlier era that re-
minds me of some basic truths that 
apply no matter how much techno-
logical capability we might acquire. 

I have a picture of American troops 
from the Army’s 101st Airborne Divi-
sion marching into Bastogne during 
World War II. This was the counter-
attack against the Germans. We see 
the 101st Airborne Division. I have an-
other picture taken last week of the 
101st Airborne Division, nearly 60 years 
later—a column from the First Brigade 
march into Najaf, Iraq, on Wednesday, 

April 2, 2003, doing basically the same 
thing. 

These photographs demonstrate an 
old axiom about military operations 
that was written by Ted Fehrenbach in 
‘‘This Kind of War,’’ a book about the 
Korean war:

Americans in 1950 rediscovered something 
that since Hiroshima they had forgotten: 
You may fly over a land forever; you may 
bomb it, atomize it, pulverize it and wipe it 
clean of life—but if you desire to defend it, 
protect it, and keep it for civilization, you 
must do this on the ground, the way the 
Roman legions did, by putting your young 
men into the mud.

I know Ted Fehrenbach and I know 
he would have said today, by putting 
your brave young soldiers and marines 
in the mud, because what he is saying 
essentially is the same today as it was 
in 1950. And that is, if you want to pro-
tect a land and keep it for civilization, 
you must have our young men and 
women willing to go in on the ground. 
The truth is still the same today. 

I yield the floor.

f

MORNING BUSINESS CLOSED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
COLEMAN). Morning business is closed. 

f

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF PRISCILLA 
RICHMAN OWEN, OF TEXAS, TO 
BE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT 
JUDGE FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will now 
go into executive session and resume 
consideration of Executive Calendar 86, 
which the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of Priscilla Richman 
Owen, of Texas, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit. 

Mr. HATCH. I rise today to express 
my unqualified support for the con-
firmation of Justice Priscilla Owen to 
the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Last evening I talked about the impor-
tance of this debate and this vote. I 
talked about this vote as an oppor-
tunity to remedy the mistreatment 
Justice Owen received last September 
when she was voted down in com-
mittee, along party lines, and blocked 
from receiving a Senate vote. We know 
she would have been confirmed in the 
Senate by both Democrat and Repub-
lican Members, but unfortunately she 
was never allowed to make it to that 
point. I talked about this vote as an 
opportunity for the Senate to show we 
can be fair to a well-qualified nominee 
and provide him or her a simple up-or-
down vote. 

Finally, I talked about this vote as 
an opportunity to place a great judge, 
Justice Owen, on the bench. I convened 
a hearing for Justice Owen last month 
because I wanted to provide all of my 
colleagues an opportunity to ask ques-
tions of her and to hear her answers. I 

want to clear up misstatements and 
misrepresentations of her record dating 
back to last year. I was confident Jus-
tice Owen would again demonstrate her 
intelligence and capacity for Federal 
judicial service. To put it mildly, she 
certainly did not disappoint. She han-
dled questions with insightful and sub-
stantive answers. She was a superb wit-
ness, one of the best we have ever had 
before the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

We heard valuable testimony from 
Senator CORNYN, a new Senator, but no 
newcomer to Justice Owen’s record or 
the workings of the Judiciary. In fact, 
he served with Justice Owen on the 
Texas Supreme Court for a period of 3 
years, serving side by side with her. He 
had been a Texas trial judge before 
that time. He also served as a Texas 
State attorney general for the last 3 
years. Senator CORNYN answered a fre-
quent criticism leveled at Justice 
Owen, a criticism that is false, that she 
is out of the mainstream on her own 
court. If anyone would know whether 
Justice Owen, in fact, fits this charac-
terization, Senator CORNYN would 
know. He worked next to her, heard the 
very same oral arguments she did, ex-
amined and debated the same law and 
facts with her, and decided the very 
same cases she did. 

There is no doubt, then, Justice 
Cornyn disagreed with Justice Owen at 
times. I can reel off a few case names 
as well as anyone. But the significant 
thing is that he supports her confirma-
tion despite attempts by some to cre-
ate division where none exists.

Former Texas Supreme Court Jus-
tices John L. Hill, Jack Hightower, and 
Raul Gonzalez, all Democrats, are 
united in concurring with Senator 
CORNYN’s opinion calling Justice Owen 
unbiased and restrained in her deci-
sionmaking and applauding her for her 
impeccable integrity, for her great 
character and great scholarship. The 
diverse and formidable group, made up 
of 15 former presidents of the Texas 
State bar, wrote in a letter of support: 
Although we prefer different party af-
filiations and span the spectrum of 
views of legal and policy issues, we 
stand united in affirming that Justice 
Owen is a true, unique, and out-
standing candidate for the appoint-
ment to the Fifth Circuit. 

There is no dissent from Hector De 
Leon, immediate past president of 
Legal Aid of Central Texas, who ap-
plauds Justice Owen’s commitment to 
improving the quality of legal services 
for the poor, or from Mary Sean 
O’Reilly, lifelong member of the 
NAACP, pro-choice Democrat who 
worked with Justice Owen on gender 
and family law issues. They are joined 
in support by E. Thomas Bishop, presi-
dent of the Texas Association of De-
fense Counsel, who writes: I cannot 
imagine a more qualified, ethical, and 
knowledgeable person to sit on the 
Fifth Circuit; and William B. Emmons, 
self-styled Texas trial attorney, Demo-
crat, and ‘‘no friend of Priscilla 
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